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WE promis,ed, that when this long ex- 
pected publication made its appe:irancc, 
we should again call public attention to 
the sul»jects at i'sue, between the Synod, 
of Ulster and Dr. Dickson, as conceiving 
the Presbyterian body, and the public at 
large, were interested in the question. 

Strong contradictions exist between the 
Narrative and the present . statement, of 
which we confess our incapacity to decide, 
for want of a sufficient knowledge of the 
facts, and besides it is not our wish to 
make ourselves parties in tlie cause, but 
merely to assist in bringing it fully before 
the tribunal of thepubilc. We have been 
informed, that Dr. Dickson is preparing 
an answer to Dr. Black's statement, which 
is speedily to appear, and until this rejoin, 
der shall be sten, it may be only consist- 
ent with justice to suspend a decided 
judgment. On tliat part of the subject^ 
one observation, in the mean time, may 
suffice. Dt Black repeatedly charges Dr. 
Dickson with mis-stating facts. It was in- 
cumbent on him, in giving quotations, 
to have been himself accurate. Now at 
page 56, Dr.Dicksonisstated to have repre- 
sented, in a speech at a Catholic meeting at 
Armagh, that " the present war with France 
is a cursed tear ofa^gressian^*. Without stop- 
ping to inquire, whether these expressions, 
even if they had been used, might not have 
been justi^ed by a sober, dispassionate re- 
view of the subject, although not perhaps 
to the satisfaction of an aqeKt of go- 
vernment, who, being in pay, must sup- 
port their measures as well as he can, and 
who receives a large salary under them, 
as a dispenser of their Regium Donum ; it 
may be sufficient to state, that, without a 
forced construction, the Doctor's expres- 
sions do not strictly bear that import. 
His words in the printed copy of the speech 
are, " How many, whose ancestors our 
accursed penal code had expelled fro.Tv 
their country, and who long have been, 
and now are, leading our enemies to vir- 
tory, would return in rapture to her bo- 
som, and fight in her cause .' Irish le- 
gions, fighting under foreign banners, and 
commanded by Irishmen, would no more 
be heard of. Even in our accursed wars 
of oflfw'nce, this would add to the 
probability of our success. But should we 
ever be reduced to a war of defence, with- 
in the boundaries of our own isles, which 
God forbid! this, and this alone, in the 
ordinary course of things, would insure 
our safety, and enable us to bid defiance 
)t f f 
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not only to tlie force, but the fear of an 
enemy," How far the wars of the present 
reign may justly be called " wars of of- 
fence," will be decided mote safely, and 
more impartially by men removed at some 
distance of time from the present era, and 
they will determine how to denominate the 
war witli the Americans, by which they 
established the^r liberties 5 the late Anti- 
Jacobin war, the result of the concert of 
Princes against the new-born liberties of 
France ; and also the present war, which, 
tinder various shifting^ pretexts, is still 
Continued. 

Dr. Black, in his concluding address to 
the Synod, appears to expect he will be 
assailed by a party in this country, " Con- 
science makes cowards of us all;" and even 
the warmth of court favour, and the 
dmiles of the Castle, cannot completely 
eradifate all remembrance of the impres- 
sions of juvenile patriotism, and the pass- 
ing regret at having lost its early ardours. 
We hear loud boasts of loyalty to the 
crown, from persons who have long for- 
feited tbeir loyalty to the people, and yet 
the one is at least as necessary, and as ho- 
nourable, as the other, because the people 
are not made for kings, but kings ought 
only to exist for the good of the people, 
and as first magistrates of a free state 
This is sound doctrine, however conve- 
nient it may be for some to forget it, and 
to boast of exclusive loyalty to one branch 
of the constitution. 

Ihe Doctor says, he has deserved the 
censure of those who, he expects, will as- 
sail him. He has not in his printed copy 
named the Belfast Magazine, although, 
we understand, that in his speech he ho- 
ncured us by name with his censure. To 
return the compliment, it is the boast of 
the proprietors of thit work, to hzve 
deserved so well of our country, as to 
hnve merited this public reprehension of 
tiur labours, in support of the genuine 
principles of liberty ; and we thank tie 
Doctor, for having thus noticed us, and 
given to us the certificate of his disappro- 
bation, as we cannot avoid feeling proud- 
ly conscious, that we are entitled to it. 

In considering ail the matters that bear 
on- the questions at issue iu this siatement, 
it may be pardonable to make a few re- 
marks on the Regium Donum, in addition 
to those wl-.icb have from time to time ap- 
peared in this Maga.<!iDe against it, and 
which none of the defences of it, which 
have been freely inserted in our pages, 
liiive invalidated. 



The first grant in 1672, appears to have 
been given as a recompense to those who 
suffered during the Commonwealth, for 
their attachment to Charles ,11., and regal 
power, and was one of the few acts of 
justice performed by that versatile and 
ungrateful monarch. In accordance with 
the grant, being a remuneration for losses, 
and net as an obligation for future ser- 
vices, or to smother the flame of genuine 
patriotism, the four ministers with whom 
Sir Arthur Forbes consulted, fixed, that 
it should be distributed so " that each 
minister who was in the country in the 
year 1660, should have an equal propor- 
tion, and that the widows and orphans of 
those who had been removed by death, 
might share of the King's bounty." Nowr 
the case is materially cbahged, and it is 
no longer a just retribution to actual 
sufferers, but a measure calculated by go- 
vernment as a means to render the Presby- 
terian people and ministers dependent on 
their bounty. In this submission to pow- 
er, and truckling for pay, the people arS 
certainly as much to blame, as their minis^ 
ters. They wish to save their pockets, 
and if not to lessen their former stipends, 
at least not to make them commensurate 
with the increased expenses of living. The 
effect has been, that the Dissenting inte- 
rest is not now, as formerly, so decidedly 
in favour of liberty, and both people and 
teachers share in the obloquy of bartering 
their independence for the increased Roy- 
al Bounty, 

The times are changed since the years 
1780, 1781, and 1782. To change an 
opinion from conviction, is always allow- 
able and praiseworthy; but when th* 
change happens to coincide with apparent 
motives of self-interest, suspicion will be 
always awake, and the utmost stretch of 
candour will be insufficient to account for 
a most material change, without attribut- 
ing it to motives not altogether pure. If 
additional grounds for suspicion were 
wanting, they might be furnished by the 
language of the present statement, which 
in many places is evidently calculated to 
please at the Castle, and among the sup- 
porters of what is styled a strong govern- 
ment, -The aim of the writer is more to 
gain the solid advantages of pleasing men 
in power, in which, without doubt, he 
expects to find^ his reward, than in advo- 
cating the cause of the people, of which 
Sidney and Hampden, and many others, 
were glorious advocites. Thus, wrap 
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in apathy, and in his emoluments, in his 
own language, the Doctor expects " to 
stand safe." 

A great part of the preface is evidently 
written with a view to render apparent 
his loyalty to the government, and is cal- 
culated to please those who take delight 
to dwell on the excesses and errors com- 
mitted in the cause of liberty. The cant 
of permitting the events of 1797, 1798, 
and the few succeeding^ years " to siiilc 
into oblivion," is common, but the wish is 
vain. History will record those events. 



and all parties hare much to feam from 
the- errors of those days, in which they 
mutually participated, while many seek to 
hide their change in a sweeping indiscri- 
minate condemnation of all attempts to 
reform, and amelioriate the condition ol 
the people. But the review of those 
transactions mav he productive of good, 
and is only o&jected to by those who 
wish to keep things as thoy are, and who 
delight in tellin.^ the world, tliat " things 
are very well," because they have succeed- 
ed in their seIS;h vie^s. jS. 
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THE ONTTEB STATES. 

To the Editors of the Liver foal Mercury, 

SBMTtBMEN, 

From the observations which have ap- 
peared both in the Liverpool and Ixjndon 
papers, it seems an opinion very generally 
entertained, that the people of America 
*re hostile to the present war. I perceive 
this belief with regret, as I know it %a be 
entirely unfounded, and as I am fearful, 
that, by misleading my countrymen, it 
may be injurious to their interesis. Dur- 
ing the latter part of my residence in tlie 
United States, and so late as the 2Sd Scp- 
temiier, I made it my object to learn tiie 
sentiments of the people, and I had sufli- 
(cient leisure to devote to the attainment 
of the information J desired. 

It must be confessed, that the Eastern 
Federalists, and the merchants of New 
York, are stiJl as violently opposed to th-e 
war as they always have been: but in the 
State of New Yorfe generally, and thence 
to the Southward as far as Georgiai I be- 
lieve I am correct in asserting, that there 
are certainly six-tenths of the people pre- 
pared to support their government in al- 
most any extremity to which the present 
measure may lead them. They are aware, 
thai war, in the abstract, is l?ighty preju- 
dicial to their interests; hut they contend, 
that the injuries which Great Bjritain has 
heaped upon their' heads, are such as to 
make it necessary ; and that a sense of na- 
tional' honour demands their support for 
tl^ administration by which it has been 



declared. They have resorted to the mea- 
sure, in order to obtain those rights which 
they have in vain attempted to establish 
by friendly negociation ; and haviug once 
committed themselves to the hazard of war, 
they will support the contest, until they 
eitlier obtain their demands, or are worst- 
ed in the eiTort. Thar all the demands of 
America are just, even her warmest friends 
ia this country can scarcely contend, but 
unless the Greater part of tJiem are conced- 
ed to her, (which we can hardly for a 
monieot suppose,) it is very certain that 
no attention will be paid to the overtures, 
of which Sir }. B. Warren is said to be ths 
bearer. 

In this state of things, the only hope of 
peace is from the election of De Witt Clin- 
ton ; and of this I am afraid there is little 
prospect. His partijans are sanguine, 
and it is certain, that a dt-'lcga;ion from 
the Federalists^ have promised him their 
support; but the most favounihlecalculation 
whidj I have been able to obtain, will leave 
himina minority; andout of the i!18 votes, 
I should conceive that Madison will have 
a majority of from 10 to 20. Virginia, 
the Garoiinas, Georgia, Pennsylvania, and 
the Western States, are almost wholly in 
his favour ; and Vermont, Hew Hampshire, 
New Jersey, Delaware, and IMaryland, 
arc also partially the-same. 

Much as the situation, (which this view 
of our relations with America leads us to 
anticipate,) yet it is now too late to la- 
ment over it; and it is to be hoped, that 
the ministers by whose energetic measures 
WB have heen plunged into th? calamity, 



